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Abstract:

This study deals with the subject of higher education in the Arab world
through an assessment of the reality and the diagnosis of the weaknesses
that hinder the performance of this crucial sector. The study’'s approach
is based on the investigation of the education indicators as well as its
classification according to the Global Competitiveness Index for 2016-2017
issued by the World Economic Forum. The study also reviews what faces
this sector as difficulties and challenges in the Arab world namely the
phenomenon of globalization and the international competition. The study
concluded that a competitiveness of higher education sector in the Arab
countries is weak, which calls for the need to reform education in general
and higher education and scientific research in particular. This happens in
the light of low output, and the ascending level of unemployment among the
educated because of the lack of markets to absorb scientific specialization,
and the continuation of illiteracy at high rates in many Arab countries.
This fact constitutes a whole kind of waste of human resources, and the
achievement of the progress perspective is no longer possible without the

rehabilitation of this important human resource

Key words: higher education, scientific research, the Arab world.
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